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Sunday 19th March

OPENING PRAYER

Merciful Lord, absolve your people from 
their offences, that through your bountiful 
goodness we may all be delivered from 
the chains of those sins which by our 
frailty we have committed; grant this, 
heavenly Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, 
our blessed Lord and Saviour, who is 
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen.


PRAYER OF PENITENCE
Come, let us return to the Lord and say:


Lord our God, in our sin we have avoided 
your call. Our love for you is like a 
morning cloud, like the dew that goes 
away early. Have mercy on us; 
deliver us from judgement; 
bind up our wounds and revive us; 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

PRAISE
Let everything be said and done in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God through Jesus Christ. Sing psalms, 
hymns and sacred songs:
Let us sing to God with thankful hearts.
Open our lips, Lord:
and we shall praise your name.

HYMN 1 (O for a thousand tongues to sing)

READINGS - 1 Samuel 1.20-28

   Colossians 3.12-17
   John 19.25-27 

TALK 

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On 
the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. 

Amen.


PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Spend some time praying for our nation, 
our community and our families. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 
name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us 
today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and for 
ever. Amen.


HYMN 2 (Amazing grace)

CONCLUSION
May the Father from whom every family

in earth and heaven receives its name

strengthen you with his Spirit in your 
inner being, so that Christ may dwell in 
your hearts by faith; and the blessing of 
God Almighty, the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, be amongst us and remain with us 
always. 

Amen. 



Hymns to use


1 O for a thousand tongues to sing

my great Redeemer's praise,

the glories of my God and King,

the triumphs of his grace!


2 My gracious Master and my God,

assist me to proclaim,

to spread thro' all the earth abroad

the honours of your name.


3 Jesus! the name that charms our fears,

that bids our sorrows cease,

'tis music in the sinner's ears,

'tis life and health and peace.


4 He breaks the power of cancelled sin,

he sets the prisoner free;

his blood can make the foulest clean;

his blood availed for me.


5 To God all glory, praise, and love

be now and ever given

by saints below and saints above,

the Church in earth and heaven.


1 Amazing grace (how sweet the sound)

that saved a wretch like me!

I once was lost, but now am found,

was blind, but now I see.


2 'Twas grace that taught my heart to 
fear,

and grace my fears relieved;

how precious did that grace appear

the hour I first believed!


3 Through many dangers, toils and 
snares

I have already come:

'tis grace has brought me safe thus far,

and grace will lead me home.


4 The Lord has promised good to me,

his word my hope secures;

he will my shield and portion be

as long as life endures.


5 Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail,

and mortal life shall cease:

I shall possess, within the veil,

a life of joy and peace.


6 The earth shall soon dissolve like snow,

the sun forbear to shine;

but God, who called me here below,

will be forever mine. 



Sermon - Adrian Morton
Colossians 3:12-17 
Modelling Godly character

The church is a missionary church.
Actually you can’t call yourself a church 
unless you are missionary.

So all of us here his morning, if we believe in 
Jesus, are called to be missionaries.

We are to live lives that point people to 
Jesus.
Our lives are to point people to Jesus 
whether we are in the Co-op, with our 
friends, with our children and grandchildren, 
on the farm.. wherever.

in Ch 4 of this letter to the Colossians Paul 
says:
“Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; 
make the most of every opportunity. Let your 
conversation be always full of grace, 
seasoned with salt…”

Sometimes we get his right, sometimes we 
don’t!

<Talk about the football with the Baptist 
church..!>

Its not that we shouldn't have been 
competitive.
Its not just about trying to be nice, cheesy 
Christians.

But for me, there were just some 
characteristics lacking..

Like gentleness, patience, generosity..

Now In our reading Paul lays out some 
desired characteristics that should mark a 
Christians life:

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and 
dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness 
and patience. Bear with each other and 
forgive one another if any of you has a 
grievance against someone. Forgive as the 
Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues 
put on love, which binds them all together in 
perfect unity. Let the peace of Christ rule in 
your hearts,

He is saying model Godly character.

Character is what people remember.
Godly character will affect those around us.
It will leave a lasting impression for good.

Godly character will point people to the 
source, the One who we worship, the One 
who gives life.

If you look at some of the people of the New 
testament..
We don't know whether Thomas was dour, or 
Epaphroditus funny, or Elizabeth shy. 

We do know that Thomas was courageous, 
Epaphroditus persevering and Elizabeth 
upright.

There are two principles we can take from 
this passage to model Godly character:

Firstly it says:

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and 
dearly loved,

In other words… understand who you are.
God has chosen you to be His people.
He has approved you, qualified you, you 
belong to Him.

You are Holy … set apart for Him. 
He has commissioned us to represent Him 
on earth.

You are dearly loved.
Unconditionally, not because of what we 
have done or do, but because He has 
chosen us and redeemed us.

All we do as a Christian should be from a 
place of knowing we are chosen, holy and 
dearly loved.

We can never earn those things.
They are given to us by way of faith in Christ.

So the first principle is ‘get our foundation 
right…’

The second principle comes next.

Paul says:



clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.

Clothe yourself.. be intentional.
Practice these thing…

<This may not be a surprise to you, but it 
takes me about 1minutes to get dressed in 
the morning.
That shirt will do…
Usually the jumper that is on top of the pile 
gets selected.

Then I’m downstairs…

I’ll just say it takes Louise a little bit longer…
She often wakes up planning what she will 
wear.
Making sure things match well.
Making sure clothing matches with bracelets 
and other bits and pieces.

I’ll just say it takes a bit longer…

I do concede though she looks amazing and 
better turned out than me!

Both of us though are intentional about it.

And we dress ourselves appropriately for 
what we are going to do that day.

If I have a funeral I won't put on blue jeans.
If its cold outside, I’ll have a thicker jumper.

We dress appropriate to how we are going to 
act.
>

And Paul is saying that we are to clothe 
ourselves appropriately for being the chosen, 
holy, dearly loved people of God.

Because if you dress appropriately you will 
act appropriately.

We can be intentionally about practising

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, 
patience, forgiveness, love, peace, 
thankfulness, wisdom

Because when we do that, what we are 
doing is setting our stall out.

We are turning our face to be obedient to the 
one who has called us.

We are aligning our wills with His.
We are cooperating with Him.

So practice these things.

When your boss makes unreasonable 
demands on you.
Practise perseverance and patience.

When your friends at your club wrongly 
criticise someone.
Stay silent, don't join in.

When someone cuts you up on the road, 
practice generosity.

Practice kindness, practice thankfulness…

And it will get noticed.
It will make a lasting impression.

Godly character isn't just about being nice…
Hovering through life with some serene, 
angelic grin on our faces.

Our model is Jesus.
He wasn't always nice as we sometimes 
understand nice.

He’s the one who calmly makes himself a 
whip to throw the money changers out of the 
temple.

The one who calls the Pharisees a brood of 
vipers and whitewashed tombs.

The one who deliberately antagonises his 
own home town by making a messianic 
claim.

The one who shook the establishment by 
eating and drinking with tax collectors and 
sinners.

The one who let a prostitute wash his road-
dirtied feet with her glorious hair.

The one who rebukes his dinner host for not 
treating him properly.

Jesus courageously set his face to go to 
Jerusalem knowing what awaited him.



He allowed himself to be nailed to a cross 
and prayed for those who nailed him there.

Jesus was not nice as we might define it.
But he was obedient to the Father’s mission, 
and He was good.

<P>

Our character's are often shown at their most 
clearly when we come under pressure.

Whether that is in the midst of a battle on a 
football field.

Whether our grumpy boss is making 
unreasonable demands on us.

Whether our friends or work colleagues start 
to gossip/slander an absent friend or 
acquaintance, and there is an expectation 
that you join in.

I find it relatively easy to be patient when 
nothing is trying my patience.
Or I find it easy to be joyful when life is good.

But its at those testing times, those times 
when we are under pressure that our 
character becomes more evident.

Yet Character is what people remember.
Godly character will affect those around us.
It will leave a lasting impression for good.
It will point people to the source, the One 
who we worship, the One who gives life.

And you know we’ll get it wrong sometimes.

<Lady who didn’t get a good welcome at 
Wollaston…>

And when we get it wrong, which we will. 
We need to pick ourselves up and keep 
practicing.
Because God is merciful, forgiving and 
always good.

So to finish… I’ve given two principles for 
modelling Godly character.

Know who we are.
Lets get our foundation right.
We are God's chosen people, holy and 
dearly beloved.

And lets practice Godly character…

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, 
patience, forgiveness, love, peace, 
thankfulness, wisdom

So our lives will better point people to Jesus.

And as we do that we will better fulfil our call 
to be a missionary church.
Filled with missionary disciples.

Amen.


