
Traditional Home service 
Sunday 12th February

OPENING PRAYER

Almighty God, you have created the 
heavens and the earth and made us in 
your own image: teach us to discern your 
hand in all your works and your likeness 
in all your children; through Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord, who with you and the 
Holy Spirit reigns supreme over all 
things, now and for ever.

Amen.


PRAYER OF PENITENCE
Lord Jesus Christ, we confess we have 
failed you as did your first disciples.

We ask for your mercy and your help.


Our selfishness betrays you:

Lord, forgive us. Christ have mercy. 

We fail to share the pain of your 
suffering:

Lord, forgive us. Christ have mercy. 

We run away from those who abuse you:

Lord, forgive us. Christ have mercy. 

We are afraid of being known to belong 
to you:

Lord, forgive us. Christ have mercy. 

PRAISE
Let everything be said and done in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God through Jesus Christ. Sing psalms, 
hymns and sacred songs:
Let us sing to God with thankful hearts.
Open our lips, Lord:
and we shall praise your name.

HYMN 1 (When we walk with the Lord)

READINGS - Genesis 1:1-2:3

   Romans 8:18-25
   Matthew 6:25-34

TALK 

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On 
the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. 

Amen.


PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Spend some time praying for our nation, 
our community and our families. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 
name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us 
today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and for 
ever. Amen.


HYMN 2 (Seek ye first the Kingdom of 
God)

CONCLUSION
The Lord bless you and watch over you,

the Lord make his face shine upon you

and be gracious to you,

the Lord look kindly on you

and give you peace;

and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you 
always.

Amen. 



Hymns to use


1 When we walk with the Lord 

in the light of his word, 

what a glory he sheds on our way! 

While we do his good will, 

he abides with us still, 

and with all who will trust and obey. 


Refrain: 
Trust and obey, for there's no other way  
to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and 
obey.  

2 Not a burden we bear, 

not a sorrow we share, 

but our toil he doth richly repay; 

not a grief or a loss, 

not a frown or a cross, 

but is blest if we trust and obey. 

[Refrain] 

3 But we never can prove 

the delights of his love 

until all on the altar we lay; 

for the favour he shows, 

for the joy he bestows, 

are for them who will trust and obey. 
[Refrain]


4 Then in fellowship sweet 

we will sit at his feet, 

or we'll walk by his side in the way; 

what he says we will do, 

where he sends we will go; 

never fear, only trust and obey. 

[Refrain] 

Seek ye first the Kingdom of God
And His righteousness
And all these things shall be added unto 
you
Hallelu, Hallelujah!

Ask and it shall be given unto you
Seek and ye shall find
Knock and it shall be opened unto you
Hallelu, Hallelujah!

Man shall not live by bread alone,
But by every word
That proceeds out from the mouth of 
God.
Hallelu, Hallelujah!



Sermon - Adrian Morton
Romans 8:18-25 & Matthew 6:25-34
Suffering and Glory…

I want to look at both these readings this 
morning.

Starting with the Romans reading…

It describes the reality of a Christian living with 
suffering and glory…
It describes us living in the in-between times.

The kingdom of God has come.
We’ve received salvation.
We’ve been reconciled to God.
received His forgiveness and mercy.
We see glimpses, signs of His kingdom…

Yet we wait for a future time when the Kingdom 
will fully come.
Where His glory is fully revealed.

The unutterable splendour of God.
Eternal, immortal and incorruptible.

So we live in this in-between time, or present 
time.

And suffering is a characteristic of this present 
time.

The word Paul uses for suffering, refers to 
suffering in any form.

So, yes certainly persecution for being 
Christian, but also illness, bereavement, 
hunger, temptations, moral failure, financial 
disasters, our bodies getting old, death…

All these constitute suffering… which we all 
know full well.

Yet also living with glory should mean we 
always live with Hope for the future.
Glory tells us that suffering is short lived.

Glory tells us that that “our present sufferings 
are not worth comparing with the glory that will 
be revealed.”

Living with the Hope of glory should mean 
living with present suffering more bearable.

Paul uses, the phrase translated ‘we wait 
eagerly’ or with ‘eager expectation’.

The phrase has the meaning of standing on 
tiptoes, craning our necks as we look towards 
the horizon for something coming.

In the reading, interestingly Paul also refers to 
creation living with suffering and glory.

v20 ‘Creation was subjected to frustration…’

v22 ‘the whole creation has been groaning as 
in the pains of child birth…’

Yet also in v21, ‘creation itself will be liberated 
from its bondage…’

<I’m sure you will have seen on the news this 
week the dreadful earthquake in Turkey and 
Syria..

Over 20,000 killed, many more injured, and 
many still suffering because they are living 
outside in extreme cold.

In the Gospels Jesus spoke about earthquakes 
being the beginning of birth pains.

Signs that point us to the end times, the glory.

And whilst I certainly don’t want to minimise in 
any way the dreadfulness of this earthquake.

Or in any way suggest we shouldn’t put all our 
efforts to relieve the suffering of the people in 
Turkey and Syria.

<There is a coffee morning in Bozeat on 
Tuesday to raise funds for the disaster.

Louise and I contribute to the DEC appeal that 
I’m sure many of you do…>

So, as I say I don’t want to minimise how awful 
this earthquake is.

It is also a time where we need to ‘stand on tip-
toe, craning our necks as we look towards the 
horizon for God’s glory to be revealed.

Where we meet the Father.
Come face to face with Jesus.
And we understand a bit more why the world is 
how it is.

Living with the Hope of Glory helps me cope 
better with suffering… Suffering that is 
personal, corporate and global….



Actually suffering and glory belong together.
They are welded together.

Throughout Scripture we’ll see them 
together…

Just before our reading, it says:

“we are children of God… if indeed we share in 
his sufferings in order that we may also share 
in his glory.”

Yes, we have to “wait patiently” as it says in 
v25…
But we live with the Hope of Glory.

<P>

Lets turn to the Matthew reading..

It is a well known reading..

Again we could read the passage as 
describing how to live in this in-between time.

And Jesus says ‘Do not worry…’

However, before that our reading starts off with 
“Therefore…”

We should know whenever a passage starts 
with ‘Therefore’ or ‘So’ it links back to what has 
previously been said.

Jesus has been talking about not storing up for 
yourselves treasure on earth.

And the section ends with “You cannot serve 
both God and money.”

“Therefore, I tell you do not worry about your 
life” etc etc

The context is a call to a life of fully committed 
discipleship.

Being a follower of Jesus, being a disciple is 
about where our hearts lie.

What controls our interests, energy and 
commitment.

And Jesus says wealth and possessions can 
captivate our hearts and distract us from being 
a disciple.

Therefore do not worry about those things.
Even to the extent where we are using money 
to provide the basic needs of life.

Worry can paralyse our discipleship.

I think food and clothing were just examples 
about this life.

‘sowing, reaping and gathering’ were 
traditionally done by the men.

And they refer to the human preoccupation 
with financial security.

The making of clothing was traditionally done 
by the women.

So everyone is covered here!

But they are simply examples of life.

Maybe, to some of us, Jesus might say do not 
worry about your pension, your investments 
etc…

Later on Jesus broadens the exhortation to 
include anything that makes people fearful of 
tomorrow.

But we’ll get to that.

Jesus says: “Do not worry about what you will 
eat or drink.”

People in this country are experiencing the 
cost of living crisis.

The Trussell Trust that runs 100s of food banks 
across our country report a huge increase in 
the numbers of people accessing them.

As do other independently run food banks.

Is this command of Jesus still relevant?
Isn’t it natural for people to be worrying about 
where their next meal is coming from?

Well, I think this is as relevant today as it was 
when Jesus first spoke these words.

The first hearers of Jesus were weren’t rich.

There is a promise from God, that if we attend 
to a committed life of discipleship.



if we “seek first the Kingdom”…

And it doesn’t mean we are seeking after 
something which is hard to find.

Its more if we ‘experience the rule of God fully 
in our hearts..’

And its present tense.. so its if we ‘keep 
seeking’…

Then there is a promise of God over our lives 
that he will provide the basic needs of life for 
us.

I believe that is true, no matter how deep the 
cost of living crisis gets..

Its not that we don’t need to think about these 
things…
We still need to plan to go shopping on 
Saturday or whenever you do…

We still need to decide to go and get our 
yoghurt from the Coop.

The command is not to worry about those 
things…

Because worry can paralyse our discipleship.

And as I said, food, drink and clothing are just 
examples.

Jesus’ command is ‘not to worry at all’…

It echoes Philippians 4:7 - ‘Do not be anxious 
about anything.’
1 Peter 5:7 “Cast all your anxieties on Him 
because he cares for you.”

Why do we slip into worrying?
One reason is because we’ve forgotten what 
God is like.

Jesus says don’t be like the pagans.. in other 
words those outside the family of faith.

Those who don’t know what God is like.

One reason we worry is that we’ve forgotten 
what God is like.

Another reason is that we’ve stopped trusting 
what God is like.

So we know what He is like we we’ve stopped 
trusting he will act according to His promises 
and character.

And that is to provide for us…

Worry is not caused by external 
circumstances.
Worry comes from the heart…

I think there is a lot of self inflicted anxiety 
amongst people because of the time spent 
watching the news.

Which tends to be negative and depressing…

Or self inflicted anxiety by spending too much 
time of social media…

Our lives needs to be shaped by the Word of 
God…

The promise of God is that He will provide for 
us.

<Wollaston - talking of the cost of living crises 
and the increase of Gas prices.. our monthly 
energy cost for the month of January came to 
£2300 pounds! It would have been over £4000 
if it wasn’t for the government’s charity 
discount!

Its on the agenda for the next DCC meeting..

We need to think about it.. but we don’t need to 
be worrying about it!>

What is Jesus’ antidote to worry?

By keeping on seeking God’s kingdom…

Live a life of sold out committed discipleship…

And worry can be defeated when we acquire 
the art of living one day at a time.

Live in the present.

In v34 He says, ‘Do not worry about tomorrow, 
for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day 
has enough trouble of its own.’

Yes there are times when we need to think and 
plan for the future.
But we don’t need to worry about it…



God is the God of Now.
God will look after the future for us.

So many people seem to live their lives for the 
future.
When I get a better job?
When I retire, life will be great?

But what is God doing today?
What is he saying to us today?
Am I seeking his kingdom in the present?

God doesn’t want us to live under the burden 
of worry and anxiety.
To do so would be to live in fear.

I know I’ve said this several times before… 
someone said:

“Worry is like a rocking chair, it gives you 
something to do but doesn't get you 
anywhere.”

God cares deeply for us.
He has promised to provide for us.
And he calls us to serve Him wholeheartedly.

And as we do that, much of the stuff we have a 
tendency to worry about gets sorted along the 
way.

Amen.


