
Traditional Home service 
Sunday 22nd January

OPENING PRAYER

God our creator, who in the beginning

commanded the light to shine out of 
darkness: we pray that the light of the 
glorious gospel of Christ may dispel the 
darkness of ignorance and unbelief,

shine into the hearts of all your people,

and reveal the knowledge of your glory

in the face of Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.


PRAYER OF PENITENCE
Let us admit to God the sin which always 
confronts us.

O King enthroned on high, filling the 
earth with your glory: holy is your name, 
Lord God almighty. In our sinfulness we 
cry to you to take our guilt away, and to 
cleanse our lips to speak your word, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

PRAISE
Let everything be said and done in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God through Jesus Christ. Sing psalms, 
hymns and sacred songs:
Let us sing to God with thankful hearts.
Open our lips, Lord:
and we shall praise your name.

HYMN 1 (To God Be the Glory)

READINGS - 1 Kings 17.8-16

   1 Corinthians 1.18-31
   John 2.1-11

TALK 

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On 
the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. 

Amen.


PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Spend some time praying for our nation, 
our community and our families. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 
name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us 
today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and for 
ever. Amen.


HYMN 2 (The Church's one foundation)

CONCLUSION
The Lord bless you and watch over you,

the Lord make his face shine upon you

and be gracious to you,

the Lord look kindly on you

and give you peace;

and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you 
always.

Amen. 



Hymns to use


1 To God be the glory
Great things He has done
So loved He the world 
that He gave us His Son
Who yielded His life 
an atonement for sin
And opened the life-gate 
that all may go in

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord
Let the earth hear His voice
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord
Let the people rejoice
O Come to the Father
Through Jesus the Son
And give Him the glory
Great things He has done

2 O perfect redemption, 
the purchase of blood
To every believer 
the promise of God
The vilest offender 
who truly believes
That moment from Jesus 
a pardon receives

Praise the Lord…

3 Great things He has taught us, 
great things He has done
And great our rejoicing 
through Jesus the Son
But purer, and higher, 
and greater will be
Our wonder, our worship, 
when Jesus we see

Praise the Lord…

1 Seek ye first the Kingdom of God
And His righteousness
And all these things shall be added unto 
you
Hallelu, Hallelujah!

2 Ask and it shall be given unto you
Seek and ye shall find
Knock and it shall be opened unto you
Hallelu, Hallelujah!

3 Man shall not live by bread alone,
But by every word
That proceeds out from the mouth of 
God.
Hallelu, Hallelujah!



Sermon - Adrian Morton
1 Corinthians 1:18-31
John 2:1-11
.. to be a church that increasingly sees God’s 
Kingdom come

Last week, if you were here or if you tuned into 
the live stream.

You will have heard Haydon speak on Matthew 
4.

It was the time that Jesus began his ministry.

And Jesus’ first sermon was: “Repent, for the 
Kingdom of heaven is near.”

Now, those who heard that would have had 
some idea what Jesus meant by the kingdom 
of heaven, or the kingdom of God - an 
equivalent phrase he also used.

Yes, Jesus spent much time expanding 
people’s thinking about the Kingdom of God.

Much of His teaching was about the kingdom.
Many parables began with ‘the kingdom of God 
is like…’

So he stretched people’s understanding.

But when he started his ministry by preaching, 
“Repent, for the Kingdom of heaven is near.”

The people would have had some 
understanding as to what that meant.

And to understand that a little bit, we need to 
understand the back story leading up to Jesus 
coming.

The story of the OT…

The story of how God rescued His people from 
slavery in Egypt.

How he led them into and through the 
wilderness.
Establishing the tabernacle.
Having His presence in that place.
Guiding them by a pillar of cloud during the day 
and a pillar of fire by night.
When the clouds moved they moved.
Leading them into the promised land.
Fighting for them, defeating their enemies.

Then an era whereby Kings were appointed 
over Israel and the glory days of King David. 
A man after God’s own heart.
And also King Solomon, who had the templed 
built.

But you will know that things soon went pear 
shaped, numerous kings followed who 
rebelled, were disobedient to God.

And eventually the Assyrians invaded, followed 
by the Babylonians.
The temple was destroyed and the people 
were taken into exile.

And while in exile the OT prophets prophesied 
about how God will at some point restore the 
fortune of the nation.

That the glory days will come back.

And you’ll know that some came back out of 
exile.
The temple was rebuilt.

But for all intents and purpose the people were 
still in exile.
The glory days hadn’t yet returned.

Following that there was about 400 years 
where God was pretty much silent.

And then we get Jesus being born into Roman 
occupation and eventually starting His ministry 
with:

“Repent, for the Kingdom of heaven is near.”

That would have resonated with people…

Ah, maybe now this is the time when God will 
restore our fortunes.
That the symbols of the covenant life will be 
restored.
That God will once again rule over us.
That we will see the presence of God central to 
our life.
That God will fight and defeat our enemies like 
he did before.

And it will eventually lead to God’s rule being 
established across the whole world.

So the people would have had that Hope, and 
expectation this would happen at some future 
point.



It was a Hope and expectation built upon the 
OT prophets.
In particular Isaiah.

And as I said Jesus, throughout His ministry, 
expanded their understanding of the Kingdom.

The presence of God wasn’t going to be 
focussed around a tabernacle or temple.

God will still defeat our enemies but the enemy 
is different. 

God’s rule will still be established, but will be 
centred on, focussed on the person of Jesus.

And throughout His ministry Jesus preached 
this kingdom message but also demonstrated 
what that looked like.

In particular by healing the sick and casting out 
demons.
Setting people free.

He explained other aspects about the kingdom 
in his teaching.

Yet for the people of 1st century Palestine, 
there Hope and expectation about the kingdom 
of God was built upon the OT prophets.
In particular Isaiah.

And what Isaiah prophesied about the 
Kingdom of God still holds true.
Even though Jesus fulfilled it in a different way.

So for the rest of this morning, I want to quickly 
look at some Isaiah passages that will help us 
understand what it means to:

‘be a church that increasingly sees God’s 
Kingdom come.’

When we pray, “your Kingdom come, Your will 
be done”

What are we expecting to see as an answer to 
that prayer!
What does the Kingdom of God look like when 
it comes?

The first passages  are

The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, 
because the LORD has anointed me to preach 

good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind 
up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for 
the captives and release from darkness for the 
prisoners.

Is 61:1

But Israel will be saved by the LORD with an 
everlasting salvation; you will never be put to 
shame or disgraced, to ages everlasting. 
Is 45:17

But all the descendants of Israel will find 
deliverance in the LORD and will make their 
boast in him.
Is 45:25

Isaiah prophesied 17 times that the Kingdom of 
God would come with deliverance and 
salvation.

In the gospels the word most frequently 
translated ‘salvation’ is sozo. 

At its heart it speaks of a liberty for people and 
a restoration to God’s intent.

So, an angel told Mary to name her son Jesus 
because ‘he will save (sozo) his people from 
their sins. 

Here the salvation is spiritual.

Jesus healed a woman with the issue of blood 
and declares, ‘Take heart, daughter, your faith 
has made you well (sozo). Matt 9:22
Luke applies the same word to a deliverance 
from demonic oppression: ‘And those who had 
seen it told them how the demon-possessed 
man had been healed (sozo)’. Luke 8:36

In short, the salvation Jesus was bringing from 
heaven to earth included all aspects of 
humankind’s brokenness and pain.

And the early church saw that.

They set the oppressed free.
They released forgiveness of sins.

Secondly, Isaiah prophesied 16 times that the 
kingdom will come with righteousness and 
justice.

See, a king will reign in righteousness and 
rulers will rule with justice.
 



Isaiah 32:1

The critical issue for Jesus was the need for a 
righteousness of heart and a justice that flowed 
from the heart.

The early church picked up on this by 
proclaiming what Jesus had achieved on the 
cross and our new identity with Him.

And from that place we can see righteousness 
and justice worked out.
 
We are supporters of Hope for Justice that 
frees people from modern day slavery.

Hope into Action gives housing and Hope to 
those who are in poverty.

Thirdly, Isaiah prophesied 14 times that the 
kingdom would come with Peace.

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.

Is 9:6

The concept of peace is larger than just the 
absence of war.

It is based on the Jewish idea of shalom.

It is a heavenly peace that comes with God’s 
presence and speaks of a wholeness both for 
people and for the world.

Jesus frequently imparted peace to those who 
were troubled.

He spoke peace to an ostracised woman who 
would have lived with the stress of long-term 
sickness. Mark 5:34

He spoke peace to the sinful woman who had 
washed his feet with her tears. Luke 7:50

He spoke peace to his anxious disciples lost in 
grief, he even spoke peace to a storm.

Fourthly, joy!

You have enlarged the nation and increased 
their joy; they rejoice before you as people 
rejoice at the harvest

Is 9:3

King David wrote that in his presence ‘there is 
fullness of joy’ Ps 16:11.

We are told that the crowds around Jesus 
rejoiced again and again.

In Luke 10 when the disciples returned from 
healing the sick and driving out demons it says 
Jesus rejoiced.

The word Luke uses means ‘to jump for joy’…
It wasn’t a little chuckle.. he jumped for joy!

Im not sure Jesus would be welcome in many 
CofE churches!

Living with Joy doesn’t mean we will never 
experience difficulty? 

But, what marked out the early church was 
their joy in the midst of difficulty, and especially 
when the Spirit was falling on them. (Acts 
13.52). 

Paul declares that joy is one of the three 
primary signs of the kingdom (Rom 14:17).

Fifthly, God’s presence.

The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me
Is 61:1

Isaiah prophesied nine times that God’s 
presence and glory would extend to his people 
in an unprecedented way when the kingdom of 
God comes.

The normal Christian experience should be to 
experience the reality of God’s presence.

God’s presence will not be contained in a 
tabernacle or temple.
But would live in every believer.

That is good news for the poor who feel 
powerless
And is good news for all of us.

It is building a culture reliant on the Holy Spirit.

Yes, the Spirit of God is within us but he wants 
out so the manifest presence of God can effect 
those who don’t know Him.



Sixthly, healing

Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and 
the ears of the deaf unstopped. Then will the 
lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue 
shout for joy.

Is 35:5

Isaiah said repeatedly that when the kingdom 
came it would come with physical and 
emotional healing. 

It doesn’t take long to find in the gospels 
examples of where Jesus healed people.

It is why we encourage people to seek prayer 
for healing, whether that is physical, emotional 
or spiritual.

The early church did not see every person 
healed but they saw many many people 
healed.

We won’t see everyone healed but we should 
expect to see some healing.

Healing is a sign of the kingdom.

Seventhly, comfort.

The LORD will surely comfort Zion and will 
look with compassion on all her ruins; he will 
make her deserts like Eden, her wastelands 
like the garden of the LORD.

Is 51:3

Yes this can be comfort in terms of freedom 
from physical pain or constraint.

But Jesus brought comfort wherever there 
were soft and broken hearts. 
In Acts it says that the early church received 
‘the comfort of the Holy Spirit’ Acts 9:31. 

Paul was not ashamed to admit that he 
needed comfort, speaking of the ‘God of all 
comfort who comforts us in all our affliction, so 
that we may be able to comfort those who are 
in any affliction, with the comfort with which we 
ourselves are comforted by God’ 2 Cor 1:3-4

When the kingdom comes people will 
experience comfort.

Seven themes found in Isaiah as he talks 
about a future kingdom. 

deliverance and salvation
righteousness and justice
peace
joy
God’s presence
healing
comfort

The point being in the life of our church we 
should see the evidence of these things.

As as I said at the beginning, we have 4 Ws or 
pillars that will hopefully create a culture for 
God’s kingdom to come.

But one of the practices we have been 
encouraging people over the years is to pray 
for people.

Pray for these kingdom characteristics to come 
into a person’s life.

You may not have the faith to pray for a one 
legged person to grow another leg.

But you can pray for the peace of God to come 
for them.

When people are troubled we can pray for 
peace and expect God’s kingdom to come with 
Peace.

A quick mention of our John passage and the 
turning of the water into wine.

Jesus said that this sign was to reveal His 
glory.

Miraculous signs are just that.
They point to God’s glory.

So I pray over this coming year we will indeed 
be a church that increasingly sees God’s 
kingdom come!


