
Traditional Home service 
Sunday 28th June Trinity 3

OPENING PRAYER
Almighty God, you have broken the 
tyranny of sin and have sent the Spirit of 
your Son into our hearts whereby we call 
you Father: give us grace to dedicate our 
freedom to your service, that we and all 
creation may be brought to the glorious 
liberty of the children of God; through 
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is 
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen.

PRAYER OF PENITENCE
Lord God,
we have sinned against you;
we have done evil in your sight.
We are sorry and repent.
Have mercy on us according to your love.
Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse 
us from our sin.
Renew a right spirit within us
and restore us to the joy of your 
salvation,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PRAISE
Let everything be said and done in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God through Jesus Christ. Sing psalms, 
hymns and sacred songs:
Let us sing to God with thankful hearts.
Open our lips, Lord:
and we shall praise your name.

HYMN 1 (see page 2)

READINGS - Psalm 27:4-5, Ex 33:15-16


TALK (see page 3)

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.


PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Spend some time praying for our nation, 
our community and our families. 

HOLY COMMUNION (online only)


THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 
name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us 
today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and for 
ever. Amen.


HYMN 2 (see page 2)

CONCLUSION
The peace of God, which passes all 
understanding, keep your hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and 
the blessing of God almighty, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 
you and remain with you always. 
Amen.



HYMNS TO USE

488 Augustus Montague Toplady. 

ROCK OF AGES, cleft for me,  
Let me hide myself in Thee;  
Let the water and the blood,  
From Thy riven side which 
flowed,  
Be of sin the double cure,  
Cleanse me from its guilt and 
power. 

Not the labour of my hands  
Can fulfil Thy law’s demands;  
Could my zeal no respite know,  
Could my tears forever flow,  
All for sin could not atone:  
Thou must save, and Thou alone. 

Nothing in my hand I bring,  
Simply to Thy cross I cling;  
Naked, come to Thee for dress;  
Helpless, look to Thee for grace;  
Foul, I to the fountain fly:  
Wash me, Saviour, or I die. 

While I draw this fleeting breath,  
When mine eyes shall close in 
death,  
When I soar to worlds unknown,  
See Thee on Thy judgement 
throne,  
Rock of ages, cleft for me,  
Let me hide myself in Thee. 

19 John Newton. 

AMAZING GRACE! how sweet 
the sound 
That saved a wretch like me; 
I once was lost, but now am 
found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 

’Twas grace that taught my heart 
to fear, 
And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace 
appear, 
The hour I first believed! 

Through many dangers, toils and 
snares 
I have already come; 
’Tis grace that brought me safe 
thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 

The Lord has promised good to 
me, 
His word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures. 

Yes, when this heart and flesh 
shall fail, 
And mortal life shall cease, 
I shall possess within the veil 
A life of joy and peace. 

When we’ve been there a 
thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s 
praise 
Than when we first begun. 



Sermon notes
Dawn Airey (Psalm 27:4-5, Ex 33:15-16)

Paul Harcourt, National Director of New 
Wine and vicar of a church in London said 
this in a video we watched just a few weeks 
ago - ‘God didn’t bring this virus, but what if 
God is using it?  History tells us that 
whenever there is plague, famine or 
persecution, the church shines.  What if 
instead of being shaken, we’re being 
shaped?  What if we the church don’t 
emerge from lockdown timidly and weary 
but we break out, prayed up, fired up with 
the message of hope and healing, equipped 
and ready to share this with the nation.  
What if satan thought he was bringing the 
church to our knees only to discover that 
we’ve become more powerful than ever 
before.  This is our time, let’s not miss it.’

We continue to emerge from lockdown, and 
so these are powerful, prophetic words for 
the time we’re in.  And I just wanted to 
unpack them a bit today….So

i)Firstly, what is the message of hope that 
we have, and

ii)Secondly, what can we practically do to be 
equipped/shaped (to use Paul Harcourt’s 
words) to emerge from this season stronger 
in our faith/more powerful than ever before, 
ready to share this with others?  I’ll spend 
much more time on this part.

i)Firstly, what is the message of hope that 
we have?  1 Peter 3:15 says ‘always be 
prepared to give an answer to everyone who 
asks you to give the reason for the hope that 
you have’.  In other words, we need to be 
able to explain why we’re a Christian. 

Hope isn’t a wish for something, a shot in 
the dark, biblical hope is based on 
something much more tangible, it’s based 
on the nature and character of God who is a 
good Father.  My Christian hope is in a 
person who I encountered whose power 
revealed the love of God and changed me 
forever.  Meeting Jesus changed pain due to 
damage caused in childhood, it changed 
cycles of depression, it changed self 
diminishing patterns of thought.  Many of us 
will be able to say that that encounter 
changed addictions, changed their financial 
situation, changed their mental well being, 
completely changed their outlook on life, 
etc…This is the hope we have to give others 
and we each have a personal story. 


ii)And, Secondly, what can we practically do 
to be equipped/shaped to emerge from this 
season stronger in our faith/more powerful 
than ever before?  Of course there’s lots we 
can do but here’s 3 things, 3 P’s that I would 
suggest are priority:

-Pray: Firstly, if we want to see the church 
emerge more powerfully, we need to pray 
and seek the Father’s heart.  Kris Vallotton 
recently told the story of moving into a really 
small place to start a church there - long 
before he was a paid minister.  And he felt 
he should simply walk around this place and 
pray, so every Sunday evening for a year, 
that’s what he did.  And he says it was a bit 
boring and nothing exciting happened.  But 
one night some from the church said they 
wanted to do it with him, Kris kind of warned 
them that it’s not very exciting, but 24 others 
joined him for that one evening.  As they 
were praying there was a noise like someone 
was screaming and shouting each time they 
prayed.  There was no-one there, it wasn’t a 
person.  They didn’t really understand what 
was going on but they knew only that they 
needed to pray, and they decided to pray 
louder over the noise of this shouting, which 
also got louder.  After a while, the shouting 
stopped.  And Kris realised that he for a 
year, and the 24 who joined him on that 
night, were fighting a battle in the spiritual 
realm which needed to be done before 
anything else could happen.  As things in the 
spiritual realm were tied up, dealt with as he 
and others prayed, it made a way for the 
Holy Spirit to come and do some great 
things in the lives of people in that place.  So 
that’s the first P - pray!  Second P is 
Partake…..


-Partake: Take regular opportunities to feed 
yourself spiritually, to feed your inner being.  
I love a good Netflix box set binge as much 
as anyone else but, this is also a really good 
time to binge on spiritual things.  Even if you 
feel life is really busy right now, I am 
constantly challenged to make my 
relationship with God THE priority.  You 
might say well you’re a vicar, it's easy for 
you.  It’s not true, really it’s not.  I have to 
exercise as much discipline now as I did 
when I was a full time Social Worker or full 
time Mummy at home.  So nurture yourself 
through scripture, sermons, books, 
podcasts, reading your Bible, asking the 
Lord to speak, exercising the spiritual gifts, 



listening to sermons from trusted Christians, 
studying the word & get Bible commentaries 
to study as you read. So Pray, Partake, and 
lastly, and most importantly is Presence.


-Presence: That reading in Ex 33:15-16 
given earlier says ‘If your presence (that’s 
God’s presence) does not go with us, do not 
send us up from here……What else will 
distinguish me and your people from all the 
other people on the face of the earth?’

What distinguishes the church from 
everyone else?  It’s simply this - God’s 
presence.  There is no substitute for simply 
being with the Lord.  I find it so easy to listen 
to a sermon, read a book or talk to someone 
else about faith.  But I’ve been challenged 
again during this season that the Lord just 
requires us to be in His presence, heart to 
heart.  For me the easiest way to do this is 
to worship, or, sit in silence with no agenda.  
I guarantee you, no matter what your day 
holds, you will be more equipped to face it 
when you’ve spent time with the Lord.  

Things just change when we’re in His 
presence because that’s where the power 
is.  I’ve heard people tell stories of being 
healed for example, not because they asked 
for it, but because they were in His 
presence, just worshipping.  Some may 
remember Diane Robinson’s story of being 
healed as she worshipped during a Sunday 
service.  In seeking His presence its not 
surprising that she encountered His power 
as well.  The power of God can’t be 
separated from His presence. If you are 
standing next to a fire you know you’ll 
become warm, if you jump in a pool you 
know you’ll become wet.  In the same way, if 
you come close to the Lord you will 
experience His power too.

In a few weeks we’ll be looking forward to 
holiday club on line and thinking about 
Brave Dave.  King David, witnessed and was 
involved in the most incredible miracles, but 
when we read the songs he wrote recorded 
in psalms, one of which was read out for us 
this morning, what we discover is that what 
David was pursuing his entire life  - was not 
military strength, it wasn’t supernatural 
power for its own sake, it was God’s 
presence.

So 3 things we can do to equip ourselves - 
Pray, Partake and Presence.


What if we the church don’t emerge from 
lockdown timidly and weary but we break 
out, prayed up, fired up with our own 
personal message of hope because of the 
difference encountering Jesus has made to 
us, equipped and ready to share this with 
the nation.  What if satan thought he was 
bringing the church to our knees only to 
discover that we’ve become more powerful 
than ever before as we - PRAY for God’s 
kingdom to come, PARTAKE in building up 
our own spiritual well being, and crucially, 
thirdly, spend time in God’s PRESENCE.  
Because what distinguishes us from 
everyone else is that we are a people of 
God’s presence.  It’s never been about what 
we can do - it’s about who we are with!



