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Welcome to this latest annual 
report, you’ll find a summary of all 
we’ve done during 2019…

Many thanks again to all those 
who have contributed to putting 
this annual report together, and to 
those who sacrificially give of their 
time, energy and money for the 
glory of God.

During 2019 we said goodbye to 
our youth intern, Alia Newton, and 
we were sad to see her go. 
However, it was great news that 
Sarah Howes enrolled on the 
Diocesan funded youth scheme 
and will start her formal training in 
September 2020.

In the Autumn, Nigel Clent also 
started his Diocesan training to be 
a licensed Lay evangelist.

At the end of the year we also had 
a change of treasurer with Elaine 
stepping down after over 20 
years! I’ve been very grateful to 
Elaine for her efficient handling of 
the church finances during my 
time here.

In the Autumn we started a new 
5pm weekly worship service on 
Sunday. Numbers attending this 
have been small, and together 
with a reduced worship team so 
we haven’t been able to have ‘live’ 
musicians, means we will review 
the viability of this service over 
the next 6 months.

The year 2019 also saw us 
stepping out in the prophetic even 
more. In the summer a team from 
Kings Arms Bedford came to lead 
an evening on Supernatural 
Living, and Simon Braker from 
Holy Trinity Leicester came and 
led a teaching day on Prophecy in 
the local church. Both these were 
to equip us to better see God’s 
Kingdom increasingly come 
among us.

I ’m wr i t ing th is dur ing the 
lockdown due to the Coronavirus 
pandemic so there is much 
uncertainty at this time. However, 
our God is faithful and the future 
is bright!

With blessing,

Adrian Morton

Worship

2019 has been a mixture of joys 
and difficulties. Phil and Debbie 
sadly had to step down for a while 
due to health issues and we are 
praying for that concern. This 
created some difficulties when we 
started the second service as 
Adrian was determined not to put 
any of us under undue pressure. 
Unfortunately we didn’t manage to 
cover every service.



We tried to enlist more musicians 
by having a JAM session in May 
and we discovered some early 
talent in Jamie and Eden. Eden 
has since joined us on a few 
occasions on the drums and 
guitar. Jamie continues to work on 
his skills. 

Just before Christmas, Dennis 
Evans wrote a lovely Christmas 
song which we were pleased to 
include in some Chr istmas 
services. A young man called Alex 
Safford has also occasionally 
played drums for us, particularly 
on 1st Sunday evenings with 
Stuart Welch. 

The traditional Christmas Carol 
Service was enhanced this year 
with members of the congregation 
plus a few members of Wollaston 
Singers joining together to form a 
choir. We even managed a few 
descants!

We continue to look for more 
instrumentalists and singers in 
order to cover both services 
without anyone being overworked. 
 This must be a matter for prayer. 
I would like to thank our tech team 
of Simon and David Rose, who 
cont inual ly make us sound 
fabulous.  Thank you to Gemma, 
Linda, Chris, Steve and Andy for 
their commitment to our group.

Heather Chisnall

Our Prayer Team continues to 
offer prayer at the front of the 
church on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th 
Sundays.  This is not counselling 
or advisory, but it is an opportunity 
to bring any problem/worry to God 
in prayer and give Him space to 
speak to us.  We love praying for 
people and have seen the Holy 
Spirit change, heal and rejuvenate 
many people’s lives over the 
years.

Thank you very much to the 
Prayer Team who have faithfully 
served the church family week 
after week.

George & Judi Anderson

I am very grateful to the new 
group of “welcomers’ who get to 
church ear ly on a Sunday 
morning to ensure the regular 
congregation and also any visitors 
receive a great welcome to 
Sunday worship.

Adrian Morton



Refreshments 
Since the last report we have lost 
one team from the rota but gained 
two new teams.  There are now 
seven teams on the rota and 
because we are not responsible 
for refreshments for Family Bible 
Brunch this means that each team 
gets to serve the Church once 
every two months.  As part of their 
giving to the church each team 
provides their own milk, cakes 
and pastries on the Sundays that 
they are on duty. 

Our g ra te fu l thanks go to 
everyone involved in providing 
refreshments on Sunday morning.  
Membership of the Refreshments 
Rota is not an exclusive club and 
if anyone would like to be involved 
in providing refreshments after the 
service please let us know.

Linda and Peter Smethurst

There are 7 ladies currently on 
the flower rota; Mollie Matthews, 
Annette Avant, Kate Inchley, Linda 
Smethurst, Julie Hubbard, Denise 
Major and myself. We generally 
do two flower displays, one in the 
entrance foyer and the other near 
the front of the Nave to the left of 
the lectern, and we endeavour to 

make these displays last for two 
consecutive Sundays.  

On average we do the flowers 
every 12 weeks or so with the 
exception of Christmas and 
Easter when a number of us work 
together to create something 
extra special. Margaret Upton has 
been on the team for a number of 
years but she has had to withdraw 
from this over the year due to ill 
health. I want to say a special 
thank you to Margaret for her 
commitment and her many 
beautiful flower displays.

If there are others who would like 
to jo in the team of flower 
arrangers do let me know.  You 
don’t have to be an expert; you 
could simply come alongside one 
of the ladies above and try your 
hand at it, or display flowers in a 
jug or a vase. 

Thank you to everyone who has 
given of their time and talents to 
make the church look beautiful.
Audrey Scott

Sunday youth - We had approx. 
5-10 young people attending 
serv ices a t Wol las ton and 
provided youth teaching on 2nd, 
3rd and 4th Sundays with the 1st 
Sundays being Family Bible 
Breakfast for all ages together. 



The Gap - meets weekly after 
school on a Monday in term time, 
catering for years 7-11.

Our weekly structure tends to be 
games and food, with craft and 
possibly a cooking activity, a 
p a u s e f o r t e a c h i n g a n d 
discussion, followed by more 
games etc.

With random acts of kindness 
some weeks, for example: 
'making fruit crumbles to give 
away’, or litter picking.

We often now have around 20 
young people attending. We have 
a great team including the 
Methodist youth and families 
worker, and Ben who comes 
weekly as a young team member 
and does a great job.

Always willing to take on new 
volunteers! 

Small group - The Dommetts 
provide a small group for older 
young people in their home once 
a fortnight on a Monday evening. 
They always provide food and a 
safe place for young people to be 
supported with a time of teaching/
sharing. 

Lunchspace - Lunchspace is a 
youth group for year 7’s and 8’s 
held in Wollaston secondary 
school at lunchtime on Monday 
and Wednesdays and ran by a 
small team from both our church 
and other churches. We aim to be 

Gods presence in the school 
environment and provide a safe 
place for young people to come 
and be supported during their 
lunchbreak. The numbers have 
been approx. 15- 20 per week. A 
number of the young people 
attending Lunchspace also began 
attending the Gap last year.

Youth Christmas party- In 
December we had a joint youth 
Christmas party at St Marys 
Wollaston for all youth across the 
benefice. This went very well with 
games, food and activities.

Explore- In September we started 
this new youth house group that 
meets fortnightly on Thursday 
evenings at Annie Dee’s house. 
T h e a i m o f t h i s g r o u p i s 
discipleship, to encourage young 
people who are showing an extra 
interest, to explore their faith a bit 
d e e p e r a n d g r o w i n t h e i r 
relationship with him. The small 
group atmosphere has given us a 
c h a n c e t o h a v e d e e p e r 
discussions with the young 
people.

Soul Survivor- We took around 
5-16 young people to the Soul 
Survivor Saturday celebrations 
about once a month.
Sarah Howes

 



On Sunday’s we have an age 
range 3- 11, often numbers are 
around 6/8 with more younger 
ones at the moment.

This last year we have spent time 
dwelling on the life of Jesus, and 
many weeks on the story of David 
and Solomon, plus seasonal 
feasts of Easter and Christmas.
We have been very glad of 
Barbara doing a monthly Godly 
play session.

The team is small, but very 
committed to doing the best we 
can to share Gods love, and a 
sense o f be long ing to the 
children, working out how to make 
learning faith truths as much fun 
as possible.

We would be very glad to grow 
the team.

Holiday club - Desert Dilemmas 

We had around 90 children enjoy 
stories from the desert : the 
people of Israel, and Jesus time 
of testing, times of worship, 
g a m e s , a n d h o m e - m a d e 
Minecraft film clip thoughts for the 
day.

Activities including a daily dessert, 
and each group mak ing a 
Bedouin tent designed by Linda.

A d d i n g t o t h e f u n w a s a 
pantomime camel, and Mrs 
Overall mixing up sandy cakes, 
and creamy sand castles! 

Again a marvellous team of all 
ages working together to do 
something beautiful! 
Louise Morton

Tea & Testimony continued to 
meet regularly from January to 
July in 2019, and in total four new 
people visited the group over this 
time period. The atmosphere 
continued to be open, loving and 
accepting, providing a safe place 
f o r w o m e n t o s h a r e t h e i r 
incredibly brave testimonies of 
walking through relationship 
breakdown. 

For several weeks we looked at 
The Bible Society's podcasts 
entitled #shetoo, which explored 
challenging passages in the Bible 
in which women are the victim of 
violence-- learning that God 
doesn't silence victims but rather 
wants their stories to be told. 
From August till the present time, 
T N T h a s m e t m u c h l e s s 
frequently, due to my health 
problems. 

A few social gatherings have 
happened, however, and I was so 
pleased to be able to end the year 



with a tradit ional American 
Thanksgiving meal to honour the 
ladies who allowed me to walk 
with them in their journey to 
deeper healing over the past 
year. 
Barbara Macmillan

Most pastoral care continues to 
happen naturally within the church 
family but we have a small team 
that are available when this is not 
the case.

We have continued to provide lifts 
to church when that has been 
required and visits to people in 
hospital, care home or at home. 
We have also helped one lady 
with getting to various medical/
hospital appointments.

We end this church year under 
lockdown from covid19 where we 
are sadly unable to do these 
things. During these times, Adrian 
has taken over coordination of 
any pastoral needs.

We are all continuing to provide 
care and support where we are 
ab le , w i t h wha t we have , 
whenever we can, in whatever 
form that is.
Julie Mullett

 
We meet every Tuesday in St 
Mary's Wollaston during term 
times.
We are a mother, baby and tots 
group. It is very much an outreach 
to our local community and 
beyond. It is a warm and friendly 
atmosphere, and we welcome all 
who come. We have similar 
numbers to last year, 90 children 
on the register and around 100 
adul ts , but the at tendance 
numbers rise on days the Health 
Visitor comes to weigh the babies. 

We have had more contact with 
the mums out of Oddies and have 
been able to encourage them and 
help in practical ways.  

This team effort supports our 
families in the community, not just 
parents, but grandparents too. All 
good stuff.  

Thank you to all the team - from 
the kitchen crew to the craft 
people, to those who get church 
ready week by week.

Most encouraging for me, is 
seeing the mums support each 
other and I know there are a few 
WhatsApp toddler groups arising 
from this period of lock-down 
w h i c h s t e m f r o m O d d i e s 
members.   A real caring and 
watching out for each other.

Lesley Webster



During the past year this group 
has continued to meet on a 
monthly basis, providing health 
education and promoting healthy 
and active lifestyles within the 
local community. Topics have 
inc luded ‘Old Wol laston in 
Photographs’, ‘Fire Safety at 
Home’, ‘Sign Language’, ‘Beat the 
Scammers’, ‘Diabetes awareness’ 
and ‘Saving the Planet’. The 
Group has also welcomed visits 
from local charities, including 
Cancer Research UK, Canine 
Partners and Northamptonshire 
Association for the Blind. To 
promote physical health, brief 
exercise sessions have been 
included as a ‘warm-up’ to a 
number of our meetings, kindly 
led by Linda Smethurst. 

In December, we held our 
traditional Christmas Supper 
Party, which this year included an 
after-dinner Christmas Quiz. The 
evening was once again a most 
enjoyable success, largely due to 
the excellent catering provided by 
Linda & Peter Smethurst.  Income 
from the evening also allowed us 
to make a donation of £150 to the 
Daylight Centre. 

The Steering Group continues to 
meet on a quarterly basis, 
primarily to discuss topics for 
future meetings and to review 

areas requiring development. 
However, the continuing success 
of the Health and Wellbeing 
Group evolves around the much 
apprec ia ted suppor t o f i t s 
members.
Nigel Scott

Now in its 4th 
y e a r , O p e n 
Church on a 
Friday morning 

is a place where people can 
call in for a listening ear, have 
a cup of tea, stay for a prayer, 
have a chat, collect information 
or discuss whatever need 
arises. We have prayed with 
people in great need, we have 
been a provider of information 
and we keep confidential 
whatever is discussed. We are 
open between 10am and 12 
mid-day, so do call in if you 
need a little bit of quiet space 
in your week.
Jean Rose

Mothers’ Union

We are a small branch and in 
2019 we decided to do Mothers’ 
Union differently. We tried to 
accomplish what we were good 
at, which is praying and fund-
raising. Newsletters have been 



circulated to members with prayer 
points on them plus news of the 
Diocesan and Deanery events 
and we came together to raise 
funds three times this year for the 
work of the Mothers’ Union.

The fundraising events were a 
Spring ‘cake and bake sale’, a 
Summer garden party generously 
hosted by Andrea, and an Autumn  
sponsored 5km walk around the 
village. 

The branch continue to support 
the Wellingborough Deanery 
Mothers’ Union projects.

We have been passing on 
spectacles to Vision Aid, the 
charity that distributes them in the 
third world and I am pleased to 
say this is also well supported by 
t h e c h u r c h e s a n d v i l l a g e 
community. I also would like to 
thank all the people who give me 
their used postage stamps. These 
are recycled and sold to raise 
money to support the work of 
Mission Aviation Fellowship, 
which flies doctors and medical 
supplies to inaccessible parts of 
the world. 

I, also, on behalf of Mothers’ 
Union, send ‘anniversary of 
baptism’ cards to all babies 
baptised in the benefice.

If anyone would like to know more 
about the work of the Mothers’ 
Union, which supports Christian 
fami ly l i fe through funding 

projects, empowerment, standing 
against social injustice, please do 
come and have a chat.
Jean Rose

The 2019 – 2020 season ran from 
October 2019 start ing wi th 
‘Fisherman’s Friends’, followed by 
‘Yesterday, ‘Shazam, ‘Christopher 
Robin’ and ‘Blinded by the Light’, 
Unfortunately our season finale 
‘Downton Abbey’ on 20th March, 
had to be cancelled due to the 
COVID-19 outbreak. Numbers 
fluctuated but there was a very 
pleasing 88 people at the October 
film and 66 at the February film. 
The event has become an item in 
Wollaston’s social calendar and 
people come early to enjoy the 
tea, biscuits and popcorn and 
catch up with friends before the 
film starts. My thanks go to David 
and Simon, the technical team, 
and Gill and Jackie who help in 
the k i tchen. We ant ic ipate 
continuing this event through the 
winter of 2020 – 2021 so watch 
out for posters.
David & Jean Rose



3C’s (Coffee Cake & Chat) 

- Outreach to the Elderly

This group celebrated its 3rd 
birthday in February this year. We 
have grown from a group of 
around 8 to now averaging on 28 
each Wednesday morning. Thank 
you very much to the team of Pat, 
Penny and Shirley who week by 
week provide cakes, biscuits and 
chat to our visitors, also to 
Gordon, now a regular member of 
the team who is there to talk to 
people. The majority of our 
visitors are non-church members 
and usually in the older age 
group. 3C’s really reaches out into 
the community and as well as the 
3C’s (coffee, cake and chat) we 
also are happy to pray with 
visitors and be a listening ear for 
private thoughts.
Jean Rose

Fabric Report

T h e l a t e s t 
Quinquennial  (5 
yearly) Inspection 
highlighted a very 
urgent task to be 

carried out in the spire which sits 
atop the tower. 

The small window openings in the 
top section of the spire, called 
spire lights, are normally closed 
off to the outside world with wire 

mesh screens to prevent birds 
getting in to the spire. The mesh 
screens had perished and the 
spire was proving a nice dry 
env i ronmen t f o r coun t l ess 
pigeons and jackdaws in which to 
roost.  

Access for repairs was difficult, 
and we had to scaffold all access 
into the tower, and internally into 
the spire, at an overall cost of 
£15,000.00!
Repairs were made, and the clock 
floor and belfry had a complete 
clean and disinfection to remove 
all trace of the bird’s mess.

Many other fabric works were 
undertaken during 2019 and all 
maintenance and service work 
has been completed successfully 
as required. These old church 
bui ldings do need constant 
upkeep.

I would l ike to end with a 
quotation from our Quinquennial 
Report from the church architect -

“….the Church is really very well 
maintained. The reordering works 
took a lot of energy, time and 
money but have in my opinion 
been highly successful and the 
PCC and all Church members 
should be commended for their 
perseverance. The ‘moonscape’ 
in the Nave whilst the works were 
being carried out was pretty 
daunting for everybody, but now 
finished, it is vindication for all the 



hard work, effort, and cost and is 
an exemplar of what is possible”.
David Rose, Fabric Officer

A s a t 3 1 D e c e m b e r 2 0 1 9 
£2,500.00 had been transferred 
as a loan from the deposit 
account to the current account to 
enable Wollaston's parish share 
for 2019 to be paid in full.   This 
loan was repaid early in January 
2020 when we received  the VAT 
refund from the Listed Places  of 
Worship Grant Scheme for the 
spire lights project.   This work 
which was highlighted in the 
quinquennial report was paid for 
from monies in the fabric fund, 
monies in the spire lights fund and 
some additional very generous 
donations from a member of the 
congregation.   This work and 
paying parish share has left some 
funds very depleted  and at year 
end there was approximately 
£200.00 in the current account 
and £300.00 in the fabric  fund.  
A d d i t i o n a l l y t h e r e w a s 
approximately £3,500.00 in the re-
ordering fund for repayment of the 
balance of the loan from P D B of 
F i n a n c e . T h e b a l a n c e 
outstanding  is £4,500.00 and 
needs repaying  by July 2020 to 
remain interest free.

The balance in the young people's 
a c c o u n t  a t y e a r e n d w a s 
approximately £9,000.00.

We are grateful to all who have 
given generously of their time and 
money over the past year.

I resigned as treasurer at the end 
of 2019 having carried out this 
role for twenty years feeling it was 
time to relinquish  the "baton" and 
Diane Robinson   has now taken  
over this role.
Elaine Hooper, Treasurer

Bozeat Licensed Ministers

Café Connections
At the beginning of the year, while 
third Sundays continued as 
normal in Bozeat Church Hall, we 
started to meet on first Sundays 
at Bozeat Vicarage for ‘Breakfast 
& Prayer’ to think and to pray 
a b o u t t h e f u t u r e o f C a f é 
Connections.

In September we stopped Café 
Connections, after more than 300 
meetings over twelve years, 
finishing with a celebration service 
at Bozeat Vicarage with worship, 
testimonies and BBQ together 
with regulars, past and present. It 
was time to move on as the new 
service pattern (two traditional & 
two contemporary serv ices 
monthly) was developing at St 
Mary’s Bozeat. Several Café 
Connect ions regulars have 

Finance



already taken on roles at St 
Mary’s Bozeat, e.g. on PCC, the 
new con tempora ry se rv i ce 
worship band, children’s work 
leader and helpers and verger. 
WEBS Alpha

Alpha 2019, held at Bozeat 
Church Hall, attracted eight 
guests, all of whom said they 
benefitted greatly from the weekly 
sessions.
Linda & Chris Brett

Parochial Rooms

2019 was the year that the DCC 
made the decisions to sell the 
Parochial Rooms. 

Over the years the Rooms have 
not attracted the level of users 
needed to provide sufficient funds 
to maintain them well and also to 
refurbish them to a higher 
standard.

During the year the DCC went 
into an agreement with a lady who 
ran a keep fit business. The 
agreement gave her sole use of 
the premises for a regular monthly 
rental fee. Unfortunately, due to 
local difficulties the business 
wasn’t able to continue and  as 
this was seen as the final chance 
to keep the Rooms open, the 
DCC then made the decision to 
sell them.

It was also agreed to delay the 
sale of the Rooms to allow the 
Wollaston Singers to have the 
final show in March 2020.

U n f o r t u n a t e l y d u e t o t h e 
Coronavi rus pandemic, the 
Singers show was cancelled and 
the sale is further delayed.

Adrian Morton

Bell Ringers
My thanks go to John 

who has continued as 
the Ringing Master 
for this tower, and for 
our loyal team of Kate, 

Enya, Elaine, Janet and Martin.  
We have been blessed by having 
Thomas join our ranks and also 
his Mum Julie, who are both 
making excellent progress. 

We were delighted to ring for 
Julie’s wedding on 15th February 
2020 and so pleased that she 
rang with us in her wedding dress. 

The band, with associates, rang 
for five weddings in March, June, 
July and two in August and for 
one funeral in May. A quarter peal 
was rung in memory of Eric 
Walker in July, on the day of the 
internment of Eric’s ashes into the 
churchyard.  

Special ringing events during the 
year started with ringing in the 
New Year on 31st December 
2018; I rang the 5th bell for 7 



minutes on 18th April, Maundy 
Thursday, in sol idari ty with 
France, following the devastating 
fire at the Notre Dame Cathedral 
in Paris; the band rang for St 
George on 23rd April, and for 
Wollaston Open Gardens on 7th 
July.  We rang for Remembrance 
Sunday on 10th November and 
again, our now traditional 31st 
December 2019 to see the old 
year out and the start of a new 
decade. 
Jean Rose, Tower Captain

Cleaning

The church cleaning 
has continued well. 
We have a dedicated 
team that cleans the church every 
week ensuring that we are able to 
offer the best welcome to the 
people using our church.
We have had a new member to 
our rota which was greatly 
needed. 
We are very lucky that the groups 
that use the church during the 
week clean the main body of the 
church which is a great help. 
However, they do not meet during 
the summer holidays so this will 
need to be taken into account.
If you would like to be part of the 
cleaning team during the summer 
holidays it would be really helpful 
to keep the church looking its 
best. For more information, 

p l e a s e d o c o n t a c t m e o n 
lucypinkhair@outlook.com. Thank 
you team.
Lucy Swales

Emmanuel 2000 project

The new Church building was 
commissioned in Autumn 2019 
having been rebuilt after the 
e a r t h q u a k e i n 2 0 1 5 . T h e 
ch i ld ren ’s home next door 
r e m a i n e d u n d a m a g e d a n d 
continues to house about 50 
children. New national regulations 
have restricted non-government 
children’s homes so many of the 
children are now fostered by 
church families in Kathmandu or 
in their home villages. Ambika, the 
former school head, oversees 
the i r ca re and sa fe ty and 
Emmanuel sti l l funds them. 
Several former members of the 
children’s home have gone on to 
study at the Bible College, which 
is housed on one floor of the 
Church building, and is led by 
Kamal Adhikari, a wonderful 
Christian leader.  Please continue 
to pray for the work of the 
Emmanue l Church , Nepa l , 
especially after the ferocious 
monsoon last summer and now 
that there is lockdown, food 
shortages and price rises. Sheila 
is very grateful for our Church’s  
regular support for Emmanuel 
2000. 
Jean Halliday 

mailto:lucypinkhair@outlook.com


LOOKING AHEAD

Vision….

The Airey’s

It has been great to have Dawn, Chris and Ezra for the past two and a half 
years. Dawn will sadly be moving on sometime during 2020 to take on her 
own parish. Whilst being a valued member of the team serving Wollaston 
church, much of her time has been spent with St. Mary’s, Bozeat and she 
has overseen that church developing new forms of worship that reaches 
out to families in particular.

We will miss Dawn’s preaching, her enthusiasm, her commitment to reach 
the young and their families, but also her all round capabilities as an 
ordained minister. Once we know more about timings, we will ensure the 
Airey’s are given a good send off! 

Spiritual Gifts/Prophecy

Over the past year we have welcomed Simon Braker from Holy Trinity, 
Leicester and a team from the King’s Arms church in Bedford. Both these 
occasions developed our understanding of Spiritual gifts and prophecy in 
particular.

Once we are back in our building and having regular services again we will 
continue to step out and mature in this. Before the lockdown due to the 

To be a church that increasingly sees God’s kingdom come

WORSHIP WORD WORKS WONDERS

We want our 
worship to be 
passionate and 
joyful, leading all 
into God’s 
presence and 
intimacy with Him.

In all we do we 
want to be based 
on His truth, to be 
guided by it, to 
come under its 
authority, and to 
share the good 
news of Jesus 
with our 
community.

We want to reach 
out with the love 
of God in practical 
ways and ensure 
we are generous 
and non-
judgemental 
towards other 
people.

We want to be 
expectant that 
God’s kingdom 
will come in signs 
and wonders and 
also to equip and 
empower others 
to see the 
kingdom come.



Coronavirus pandemic we had just started ‘Prophetic appointments’ on the  
mornings of 3rd Sundays. These were 10min appointments whereby two 
or three from the prophetic team would prophesy over someone who had 
booked an appointment. These appointments would take place on the 
balcony straight after the service.

I’ve also asked Barbara Macmillan to lead and coordinate some regular 
prophetic training evenings whereby those who are interested in this 
gifting will be able to ‘practice’ in a safe environment and to be 
encouraged to develop their understanding. 

Those on the prophetic team are also being encouraged to seek the Lord 
during the week, and particularly during the Wednesday morning 
intercession times, for words/pictures to encourage the wider church. 
These will be given out during Sunday morning services.

New extension

During the latter half of 2019, preliminary work was done on the possibility 
of building an extension to St. Mary’s on the north east corner. Initial 
architect drawings of what might be possible were drawn up and the team 
met with the DAC, architect and other bodies at St. Mary’s to discuss the 
feasibility of such a project.

The purpose is two-fold - firstly, to increase our provision for youth and 
children’s work. Our current building isn’t really fit for purpose to provide 
good quality youth work for increasing numbers of young people. 
Secondly, the purpose was also to try and meet the need for extra storage 
facilities within St. Mary’s. The meeting with the DAC and others was a 
good and positive time and we have been encouraged to continue with our 
plans, including the possibility of removing the old pipe organ to free up 
space for storage.

The new extension would be built in such a way that the wider community 
would be able to hire the room out and have access to it independently 
from the main building of St. Mary’s.

We are still waiting for the official feedback from the DAC, but we are 
hoping our next step will be to approach the local planning authorities with 
our plans for their initial comments. If all goes well, it It is hoped that 
building would start in 2021.



The Parochial Rooms

Related to the new extension above is the future of the Parochial Rooms. 
You will have hopefully noticed in the main report that the DCC made the 
decision to sell these Rooms in 2019. Whilst this has been put on hold due 
to the Coronavirus pandemic, it is expected that the Rooms will be sold 
during 2020 with the proceeds going towards the cost of building the new 
extension.

In an ideal world, funds raised by such a sale would cover completely the 
cost of the new extension build….!

Small Groups

Small groups were kick-started during Lent 2020 and unfortunately the 
Coronavirus situation has disrupted these somewhat. Some are still 
continuing using Zoom video conferencing, and the hope is that some will 
continue to meet face to face once we are back to a more normal pattern 
of living.

Finally, 

Louise and I have been here since 2004 and we still love the place and 
the people. We are so grateful for all of you who are passionate about 
your faith, are still thirsty, and are therefore looking to grow and wanting to 
increasingly see God’s kingdom come amongst us!

Here’s to a great year ahead…

With blessings, 

Revd Adrian Morton

The Anglican church in Wollaston is part of the WEBS Benefice with the following 
anglican churches in the area: Bozeat, Easton Maudit and Strixton; and part of the 
Diocese of Peterborough, see www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk/

http://www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk
http://www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk

